
PROPAGATING 
CONNECTIVITY

 Enriching Communities
as an engaged city university 

From pioneering research that pushes the boundaries of 

knowledge to community initiatives that address real-world 

challenges, SMU is committed to making a difference. The 

University understands that true impact is achieved through 

collaboration, and has been committed to actively engaging 

with industry, government, and society at large. By leveraging 

its unique experiential-learning environment and city 

location, SMU’s strategic approach fosters deep affiliations 

tailored to ignite lasting, positive change.
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SMU President Prof Lily 
Kong lauded for pioneering 
work in education and 
social science

SMU President Professor Lily 
Kong was named in the list of 
“Asia’s Most Influential 2022” 
by Tatler magazine. Recognised 
for her trailblazing work in the 
Singapore education scene, 
Prof Kong is leading the way 
in inspiring women to take on 
leadership roles and creating 
equitable opportunities. As 
a respected social, cultural, 
and urban geographer, she 
has contributed extensively 
to the study of urban 
transformations and cultural 
change in Asian cities. Prof 
Kong was also honoured with 
the Soka Gakkai Singapore 
(SGS) Friendship Award on 
May 29, 2023. The award 
was presented as a token of 
appreciation for her profound 

Insights from then-
Senior Minister Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam at 11th Ho 
Rih Hwa Leadership Lecture

SMU had the privilege of 
welcoming then-Senior 
Minister and Coordinating 
Minister for Social Policies Mr 
Tharman Shanmugaratnam 
as the distinguished speaker 
for the 11th edition of the Ho 
Rih Hwa Leadership Lecture 
Series on 22 September 2022. 
The event drew an audience 
of over 700, including SMU 
community members, 
students, educators, business 
leaders, government officials, 
and foreign diplomats. Titled 
“Creating Bases for Optimism 
in an Era of Insecurities”, Mr 
Tharman shared invaluable 
perspectives on geopolitical, 
economic, social, and 
existential insecurities.

Institutes of Higher 
Learning lead in shaping a 
sustainable future

Singapore’s journey of 
remarkable transformation 

support and endorsement of 
the SGS association’s mission 
and objectives.

Prof Venky 
Shankararaman takes 
helm as APAIE President

SMU Vice Provost 
(Education) Professor Venky 
Shankararaman assumed 
a two-year presidency of 
the Asia-Pacific Association 

1

for International Education 
(APAIE) in March 2023, 
leading the Association’s 
advancement of higher 
education through enabling 
greater cooperation between 
member institutions, 
enriching and supporting 
myriad international 
programme, activities and 
exchanges, and promoting 
the value of international 
education within the region. 

1	 Prof Lily Kong being conferred the Soka Gakkai Singapore (SGS) 
Friendship Award. (L–R:) SGS Vice General Director Mr Michael Yap, 
Prof Kong, SGS General Director Mr Tay Eng Kiat, SGS Chairperson 
Mdm Chan Mei Wah.

2	 Prof Venky Shankararaman. 3	 Then-Senior Minister Mr Tharman 
Shanmugaratnam delivering the 11th  

Ho Rih Hwa Leadership Lecture at SMU.

4	 (L–R) SMU’s Professor Emeritus of Finance (Practice) and panel moderator 
Annie Koh, Google Singapore’s Country Managing Director Mr Ben King, 
Minister of Education Mr Chan Chun Sing, SMU Provost Prof Timothy 
Clark, and LinkedIn’s Head of Asia, Talent and Learning Solutions  
Mr Frank Koo at The Straits Times Education Forum 2023.

2

4

from a developing nation 
to a thriving developed 
free-market economy has 
been closely tied to the role 
that higher education has 
played. Today, the country’s 
Institutes of Higher Learning 
are at the forefront of driving 
Singapore’s Green Plan 
2030, aiming for a green, 
sustainable, and resilient 
economy. Speakers at the 
recent Straits Times Education 
Forum, held on 11 March 
2023 in collaboration with 
SMU, underscored the role of 
higher education in building 

Singapore’s future. The event 
featured discussions with 
Minister Chan Chun Sing and 
industry leaders, highlighting 
SMU’s Sustainability 
Blueprint and university-
wide Sustainability Education 
framework.

International Conference 
on ESG and Climate 
Governance to drive 
corporate climate action

The SMU Sim Kee Boon 
Institute for Financial 
Economics (SKBI) collaborated 
with the Centre for Climate 
Engagement at Hughes Hall, 
University of Cambridge 
and the Climate Governance 
Initiative to host the inaugural 
International Conference on 
ESG and Climate Governance 
in Singapore from 26 to 28 
June 2023. The conference 
explored the role of corporate 
governance and law in 
fostering climate action within 
corporate boards. Academics, 
non-executive directors, and 
practitioners addressed the 

3
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changes in the corporate 
climate landscape and took 
part in meaningful discussions 
on practical and theoretical 
challenges.

Hosting ASEAN University 
Network seminar on 
personalised learning and 
technology

SMU held the ASEAN University 
Network Technology Enhanced 
Personalised Learning 

5	 (L–R) SMU Associate Professor of Urban Climate and Lee Kong Chian Research Fellow Winston 
Chow; SMU Provost Prof Timothy Clark; Ambassador of Ukraine to Singapore H.E. Kateryna 
Zelenko; Director, Centre for Climate Engagement, Hughes Hall, University of Cambridge  
Ms Emily Farnworth; Director SKBI Prof Zhang Hong; Prof Dave Fernandez (former Director 
SKBI [2018-2023] and Founding Co-Director of the Singapore Green Finance Centre at SMU).

6	 Delegates at the ASEAN 
University Network Technology 
Enhanced Personalised 
Learning (AUN-TEPL) Workplan 
Seminar at SMU in May 2023.

7	 (L–R) Senior Manager (Senior Development 
Partner) SMU-X Mr Derek Chiang, Vice Provost 
(Education) and Professor of Information Systems 
(Education) Venky Shankararaman; and Head of 
SMU-X Mr Kevin Koh at the APAIE Conference 2023.

8	 (L–R) Senior Partner, Dentons Rodyk Mr Hsu Li Chuan; SMU Prof Locknie 
Hsu; Dean, SMU Yong Pung How School of Law Prof Lee Pey Woan; 
Global Vice-Chair and ASEAN CEO, Dentons Rodyk Mr Gerald Singham; 
SMU Provost Prof Timothy Clark; Group CEO, LemmaTree and Affinidi 
Mr Glenn Gore; and Senior Partner, Dentons Rodyk Mr Gilbert Leong.

6 8

Workplan Seminar from 25 to 
26 May 2023. SMU Vice-Provost 
(Education) Professor Venky 
Shankararaman highlighted the 
importance of collaboration 
and customising learning 
experiences to support student 
success. The seminar focused 
on topics, such as analytics, 
gamification, and virtual 
reality, through workshops, 
project-sharing sessions, and 
keynotes. The seminar aimed 
to foster collaboration and 

explore strategies that will 
enhance students’ educational 
outcomes.

SMU-X showcases industry 
project-based learning at 
APAIE Conference 2023

Representatives from SMU-X, 
SMU’s experiential learning 
framework, helmed a highly 
attended workshop at the 
Asia-Pacific Association for 
International Education 
2023 in Bangkok, Thailand. 
They shared insights on the 
successful implementation 
of their industry project-
based experiential learning 
programme. The event 
engaged participants from 
various countries, including 
Singapore, Canada, Australia, 
China, Malaysia, the United 
States (US), and more. The 
workshop generated interest 
in potential collaborations and 
showcased SMU’s commitment 
to innovative learning practices 
in the Asia-Pacific region.

Building a Safe and 
Inclusive Digital World 
Together: Dentons Rodyk 
Dialogue 2022

The highly anticipated Dentons 
Rodyk Dialogue, themed 
“Building a Safe and Inclusive 
Digital World Together: 
Vision and Transformation”, 
took place on 31 October 
2022 in a hybrid format. 
Guest of Honour, Minister 
for Communications and 
Information Mrs Josephine Teo 
highlighted the importance of 
online safety and inclusivity, 
along with Singapore’s 
targeted approach to address 
specific concerns through 
fit-for-purpose laws. SMU 
Yong Pung How School of Law 
Professor Locknie Hsu, and 
Group CEO at LemmaTree 
and Affinidi Mr Glenn Gore, 
delivered presentations on 
global regulatory approaches 
and future technological 
disruptions. The event 
concluded with a panel 

discussion featuring  
Prof Hsu, Mr Gore, and 
Dentons Rodyk’s Senior 
Partners, Mr Hsu Li Chuan and 
Mr Gilbert Leong.

SMU hosts prestigious 
MIT Asia Accounting 
Conference

The SMU School of 
Accountancy proudly organised 
the well-received 2023 MIT 
Asia Conference in Accounting. 

Taking place from 10 to 11 July 
2023 on the SMU Campus, 
the conference fostered 
collaboration between 
academics and practitioners 
in accounting and corporate 
governance. Renowned 
scholars from the US, Europe, 
and other regions engaged in 
workshops and discussions to 
encourage rigorous academic 
research that will address 
pressing challenges faced 
by managers, investors, 

5 7
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10	 SMU President Prof Lily Kong (left) 
with Ambassador-at-Large Prof 
Tommy Koh at the SMU-Sydney-HKU 
Law and Sustainability Conference.

11	 Mr George Yeo at the eighth 
Annual Ikeda Peace and 
Harmony Lecture.

12	 SMU Vice President of Partnerships & Engagement Prof Lim Sun Sun with Managing Director of Kajima Mr Keisuke 
Koshijima.

regulators, auditors, and 
analysts in the Asia- 
Pacific region.

SMU-Sydney-HKU Law and 
Sustainability Conference 
and Asia-Pacific Research 
Alliance on Law and 
Sustainability

The inaugural Law and 
Sustainability Conference titled 
“Law in a hyperconnected 
world – joining the dots for 
a sustainable future” was 
organised by SMU Yong 
Pung How School of Law, 
with the support of Sydney 
Law School and Faculty 
of Law, the University of 
Hong Kong (HKU Law). The 
conference, held on 13 and 
14 July 2023, was graced by 
Singapore’s Ambassador-
at-Large Professor Tommy 
Koh as its Guest of Honour, 
and showcased more than 
50 speakers selected from 
nearly 100 paper submissions 
from Australia, Brazil, China, 

Germany, India, Indonesia, 
Kenya, South Africa, Slovenia, 
Spain, Sri Lanka, the United 
Kingdom and Peru. It was the 
first of a three-part conference 
series and also the first event 
of the SMU Sustainability 
Series 2023 (see Sustainability 
Report, page 66).

At the Conference, the three 
universities announced the 
formation of the Asia-Pacific 
Research Alliance on Law and 
Sustainability. The first of its 
kind in the Asia-Pacific region, 
this research alliance aims to 
drive law-focused research 
and teaching initiatives to 
achieve sustainability for this 
part of the world.

Annual Ikeda Peace and 
Harmony Lecture urges 
different perspectives

SMU held its eighth Annual 
Ikeda Peace and Harmony 
Lecture on September 23, 
2022. The lecture, led by 

Mr George Yeo, Visiting 
Scholar at the Lee Kuan 
Yew School of Public Policy, 
the National University of 
Singapore (NUS), focused on 
the theme, “A Broader Mind, 
A Bigger Heart”. Over 1,000 
guests, including members of 
Soka Gakkai Singapore and 
the academic community, 
attended the hybrid event. Mr 
Yeo discussed the importance 
of understanding different 
perspectives in an increasingly 
fractured world.

9 10

9	 Dean of School of Accountancy and 
Lee Kong Chian Chair Professor of 
Accounting Cheng Qiang at the 2023 
MIT Asia Conference in Accounting.

11

Office of Industry 
Engagement launched 
for enhanced 
collaborations

SMU has established 
the Office of Industry 
Engagement (OIE) to foster 
stronger partnerships 
with industry players 
and government bodies. 
Through the One SMU 
approach, OIE facilitates 
collaboration opportunities 
across SMU entities, 
including schools, 
offices, centres, and 
institutes. This initiative 
enables the University to 

develop comprehensive 
relationships with partners, 
encompassing internships, 
SMU-X projects, staff 
development, impactful 
research collaborations, 
and innovative industry-
academia partnership 
models.

SMU and Kajima 
Development Pte Ltd 
forge partnership in built 
environment sector

The SMU Institute 
of Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship has 
launched a three-year 

partnership with Kajima, a 
subsidiary of Japan’s leading 
construction and real-estate 
firm, Kajima Corporation. 
The collaboration involves 
cash sponsorship of 
$210,000, venue sponsorship 
and training to foster 
innovation among SMU 
students and strengthen 
Singapore’s student startup 
ecosystem. The sponsorship 
will benefit the biennial Lee 
Kuan Yew Global Business 
Plan Competition and fund 
the new Kajima-BIG Startup 
Awards and the Kajima 
Innovation Book Prize for 
students.

12
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New opportunities for SMU 
and Johns Hopkins Carey 
Business School Masters 
graduates

SMU and Johns Hopkins Carey 
Business School (JHU) have 
formed a new partnership, 
enabling students and alumni 
from both institutions to 
pursue a new degree at 
the partner university. The 
collaboration, formalised with 
the signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding, allows 
SMU business-school 
graduates to opt for a MS 
in Business Analytics and 
Risk Management or MS in 
Healthcare Management 
at JHU. Similarly, JHU Carey 
students gain the opportunity 
to pursue selected Masters’ 
programmes at SMU.

SME establishes new 
partnership in Vietnam

SMU and VinUniversity 
have inked a Memorandum 

SMU receives inaugural 
CARE Award for promoting 
workplace mental health

SMU has been honoured 
with the inaugural Culture 
of Acceptance, Respect and 
Empathy (CARE) Award at the 
Tripartite Alliance Workplace 
Safety and Health Awards 
2022. The award recognises 
the University’s outstanding 
contributions to promoting 
workplace mental health 
through its comprehensive 
wellbeing programme and its 
focus on creating a culture 
of shared ownership and 
involvement. This has resulted 

of Understanding (MOU), 
which paves the way for 
both universities to forge 
collaborations in areas of 
mutual interest and strength. 
The agreement was signed 
during Professor Clark’s three-
day visit to Hanoi in Nov 2022 
as part of SMU’s Learning 
Journey, in conjunction 
with the fifth anniversary of 
SMU’s International Advisory 
Council’s initiative across 
Asia. The delegation also 
visited leading Southeast 
Asian organisations, including 
FPT University, VinFast, and 
KFC Vietnam, to explore 
innovation and digital 
transformation. 

Downloads of SMU case 
studies tripled in three 
years

The downloads of SMU’s Case 
for Management Practice 
(CMP) teaching cases saw a 
28 per cent increase from 
the previous year, marking 

a nearly three-fold jump 
since 2019. The cases are 
distributed on several 
global case banks, most 
prominently the Harvard 
Business Publishing platform. 
The growth in downloads is 
attributed to the increasing 
demand for high-quality 
teaching cases from around 
the world.

At the same time, a CMP 
case study on FireEye 
(now Mandiant), a leading 
cybersecurity firm, has been 
awarded the top spot in the 
“Continuous Improvement: 
The Journey to Excellence” 
category of the global 
2022 EFMD Case Writing 
Competition. The case study 
focuses on how the firm 
utilised solutions based on 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
to enhance cybersecurity 
services.

13	 Dean of SMU’s Lee Kong Chian School of Business  
Prof Bert De Reyck (right) with Vice Dean, Education 
and Partnerships at Johns Hopkins Carey Business 
School Prof Rick Smith, at SMU on 21 November 2022.

14	 SMU Provost Prof Timothy Clark (4th from right) and then-
Provost of VinUniversity Prof Rohit Verma (4th from left) 
signed an MOU in the presence of Dr Le Mai Lan, President, 
VinUniversity, and Members of SMU’s International Advisory 
Council in Vietnam.

15	 Mr Terence Tan, Vice President of Human Resources and Faculty Administration at SMU received the CARE award from Mr Melvin 
Yong, Assistant Secretary-General, National Trades Union Congress, at the 2022 Workplace Safety and Health (WSH) Awards 
ceremony.

1413

in reduced sick leave days 
and healthier employees, as 
indicated by annual health-
screening reports.

SMU is Singapore’s most 
attractive university 
employer 2023

For the second time since The 
Straits Times Singapore’s Best 
Employers awards’ inception 
in 2021, SMU has secured a 
spot among Singapore’s top 
250 most-attractive employers 
for companies with 200+ 
employees. In the 2023 edition, 
SMU holds the highest rank 
among universities and stands 

strong among the top five 
employers in the Education 
Sector. The accolade followed 
extensive research conducted 
by Statista, in partnership 
with The Straits Times, where 
more than 17,000 employees 
provided over 200,000 
recommendations based 
on employer quality and 
attractiveness.

15
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16	 SMU’s Overseas Centre Jakarta is located in the 
International Financial Centre Tower 2.

17	 SMU Vice President (Partnerships and Engagement) 
Prof Lim Sun Sun welcoming Canadian university 
leaders to SMU.

18	 SMU and UofT senior management teams at the MOU signing ceremony held at SMU on 12 December 2022.

SMU opens its first 
overseas centre

SMU has unveiled its first 
overseas centre in Jakarta, 
Indonesia, furthering its 
Growth in Asia strategic 
priority. The SMU Overseas 
Centre Jakarta aims to 
positively impact local 
communities through 
transformative education, 
research, and innovation 
initiatives, fostering 
cooperation between 
Indonesia and Singapore. 
The Centre will host a Study 
in Singapore series including 
other Singapore institutes 
of higher education and 
co-ordinate internships 
in Indonesia for up to 300 
undergraduates from 
Singapore universities. SMU 

will open additional Overseas 
Centres in Thailand and 
Vietnam in 2023 and has 
signed agreements to work 
with Singapore Chambers 
of Commerce in all three 
countries.

Canada-in-Asia Conference 
sparks collaboration and 
innovation

The inaugural Canada-in-
Asia conference in Singapore 
brought together over 

18

17

500 participants, including 
Canadian university alumni 
and leaders from the 
Canadian government, 
business, and education 
sectors. SMU President 
Professor Lily Kong 
highlighted the importance 
of international partnerships 
in talent development 
and impactful research in 
her keynote speech at the 
opening plenary session. 
As part of the conference’s 
engagement activities, 15 
Canadian university leaders 
visited SMU on 23 February 
2023 to learn more about 
the University’s approach to 
inter-disciplinary education, 
research, innovation, and 
entrepreneurship.

Long-term strategic 
partnership for 
sustainability solutions 
with University of Toronto 

SMU and University of 
Toronto (UofT) have solidified 
a long-term strategic 
partnership, SMU’s second 
strategic partnership, 
focusing on sustainability. 
The partnership will extend 
over the next five years, and 
build on existing student 
collaborations and shared 
strategic priorities. The 
first joint grant call for 
research collaboration in 
migration-related issues 

was awarded in April, with 
further collaborations in 
urban sustainability, mobility 
infrastructure, and climate-
change mitigation to follow 
in 2023 and beyond. The 
partnership underscores 
SMU’s commitment to 
sustainability as outlined in 
the Sustainability Blueprint, 
while contributing to the 
UofT-founded Reach Alliance 
initiative. 

Expanding research and 
education collaborations 
with leading universities 

Enhanced partnerships have 
been established with five 
leading universities located 
in key cities, fostering 
collaborations in joint 
research and academic 
programmes. These include 

a joint SMU-XO course with 
Institut Teknologi Bandung 
(Bandung, Indonesia); the 
publication of the first 
joint business case on 
social entrepreneurship 
with Renmin University of 
China (Beijing, China); a 
collaborative Masters of IT in 
Business Concurrent Masters 
programme with National Sun 
Yat-sen University (Kaohsiung, 
Taiwan); two student 
exchange agreements with 
University College London 
(London, United Kingdom); 
and two postgraduate student 
exchange agreements with 
Hitotsubashi University 
(Tokyo, Japan).

16
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New entrepreneurship 
incubator with StanChart 
to support female-led 
startups

Standard Chartered Bank 
has partnered with SMU’s 
Lien Centre for Social 
Innovation to launch the 
Women in Entrepreneurship 

Incubator. The programme 
aims to empower female 
entrepreneurs in Southeast 
Asia by providing training, 
mentoring, and seed 
funding. Addressing the 
gender disparity in funding, 
the incubator focuses on 
innovative problem-solving 
and social entrepreneurship. 

Up to 20 female entrepreneurs 
from early-stage startups will 
be selected for the first cohort, 
with applications open from 
12 June to 1 September 2023, 
offering up to $80,000 in seed 
funding to the top-performing 
teams. 

SMU launches energy-
efficient multi-use 
building

SMU inaugurated a new 
seven-storey building, 
boasting 12,700 sqm of 
advanced academic and 
research spaces, along with 
various research centres and 
labs, and a rooftop solar farm. 
The School of Social Sciences/
College of Integrative Studies 
building is a predominantly 
mass-engineered timber 
development, which achieved 
the esteemed BCA Green 
Mark Platinum award in 2020 
for its energy efficiency and 

sustainable design. Deputy 
Prime Minister Mr Heng Swee 
Keat officiated the opening 

ceremony with 250 guests, 
including faculty, staff, 
students, and alumni.

19

19	 Official opening of SMU SOSS/CIS building by DPM Heng Swee Keat. 20	 The Mentoring Circle’s flagship event, Odyssey, takes place every February. Odyssey is SMU’s largest mentoring event 
by alumni professionals for the student body.

ALUMNI  
RELATIONS

SMU Alumni Mentoring 
Programme expands 
with new tracks

Initiated in 2010 by the 
Office of Alumni Relations, 
the SMU Alumni Mentoring 
Programme has grown 
significantly. Now featuring 

three tracks, it includes The 
Mentoring Circle, a student-
peer mentoring initiative; 
The Mentoring Navigator 
for career guidance; and 
The Mentoring Pinnacle, 
connecting alumni with 
senior professionals. 
The programme fosters 

mentorship and connects 
proteges (both students 
and alumni) with mentor 
figures at each stage of the 
student-alumni life cycle, 
enhancing early professional 
development and expanding 
alumni networks.

20
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21

21	 (L-R) SMU Provost Prof Timothy Clark, Minister for National Development and Minister-in-
Charge of Social Services Integration Mr Desmond Lee, Dr Wee Hong Neo, Ms Wee Eng Hwa, 
SMU President Prof Lily Kong, and Director of Wee Kim Wee Centre and Dean, SMU College 
of Integrative Studies Prof Elvin Lim.

22	 The Wee Kim Wee 
Room at SMU.

22

Wee Kim Wee Centre 
celebrates 20th 
anniversary

SMU’s Wee Kim Wee Centre 
(WKWC) marked its 20th 
anniversary on 4 November 
2022 by unveiling the Wee 
Kim Wee Room, which houses 
original belongings of former 
President Mr Wee Kim Wee 
and Mrs Wee. 

SMU also formally launched 
the Wee Kim Wee Heritage 
Fund at the event. The 

Heritage Fund will allow for 
the continuing upkeep of the 
Wee Kim Wee Room, support 

educational activities that 
embody the values that  
Dr Wee upheld, and support 
students with financial need. 
Dr Wee Hong Neo kickstarted 
the Fund in 2021, while  
Ms Wee Eng Hwa has 
committed the nett proceeds 
from her best-selling volume, 
Cooking for the President, to 
the Fund. Both Dr Wee and 
Ms Wee are daughters of the 
late President Wee. 

Minister for National 
Development and Minister-
in-Charge of Social Services 
Integration Mr Desmond Lee 
was Guest of Honour at the 
event.

23	 (L-R) Ms Yong Ying-I, SMU President Prof Lily Kong, Mrs 
Yong Wei Woo, and Dean, Yong Pung How School of Law 
Prof Lee Pey Woan.

24

S$20 million gift to SMU 
law school

In celebration of the 15th 
anniversary of the Yong Pung 
How School of Law, Mrs Yong 
Wei Woo, wife of the late  
Dr Yong Pung How, gifted 
S$20 million to SMU in  

Dr Yong’s honour. He was 
Singapore’s second chief 
justice and SMU’s third 
chancellor. The funds will be 
used to establish a financial-
aid programme, a fellowship 
programme, and a research 
fund to further push the 
boundaries of legal education 

23

24	 (L-R) SMU President Prof Lily Kong, Realstar Managing 
Director Mr Julian Yip, and Realstar founder Mr William 
Wong.

and research at the law 
school. SMU will strive to 
espouse Dr Yong’s vision and 
make meaningful impact – 
through its students, faculty, 
research, and towards legal 
development for Singapore’s 
future.

Largest gift to overseas community service efforts

Singapore real-estate company Realstar Premier 
Group donated S$1 million to establish the Realstar 
International Study Award and the Realstar Community 
Service Fund at SMU.

The Study Award, which is endowed, will enable three 
undergraduates from Cambodia, Thailand, the Philippines 
and Vietnam to come to SMU, while the Community 
Service Fund will support full-time undergraduates 
participating in community service projects.
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SMU alumni launch 
first community-driven 
endowed study award 
fund

The Alumni Infinity Fund is 
the first community-driven 
endowed study award,
funded by 100 SMU alumni, to 
support five SMU students in 
perpetuity. Its goal to raise  
S$1 million has been 
achieved in less than two 
years, empowering the 
lives of SMU students and 
removing financial barriers 
to education. The fund aims 
to inspire future alumni and 
current beneficiaries to “pay it 
forward”, fostering a virtuous 
cycle of giving for generations 
to come.

25	 Donors to the SMU Alumni Infinity Fund with (front row,  
2nd and 3rd from left) SMU President Prof Lily Kong and 
then-Chairman of SMU Mr Ho Kwon Ping.

SMU alumni donate record 
$2 million for financial aid 
scholarship

SMU alumni and siblings Cindy 
and Chayadi Karim have given 
the single largest alumni gift 
to date, donating S$2 million 
to establish the Karim Family 
Foundation Scholarship. The 

26

26	 (L-R) Mr Bachtiar Karim, Mdm Dewi Sukwanto, SMU 
President Prof Lily Kong, Ambassador of the Republic 
of Indonesia to Singapore Mr Suryo Pratomo, Ms Cindy 
Karim, and Mr Chayadi Karim.

25

endowed scholarship will 
be awarded annually and in 
perpetuity to four full-time 
Indonesian undergraduates 
with demonstrated financial 
needs, fostering academic 
excellence, and recognising 
them for accomplishments 
in student life and towards 
community outreach.

Visionaries ($10M & above)

Dato’ Kho Hui Meng

Dr Li Ka-shing & Hutchison 
Whampoa Group

Kuok Khoon Hong / Wilmar 
International Limited

Lee Foundation

Mrs Yong Wei Woo and Ms 
Yong Ying-I

Temasek Holdings (Private) 
Limited

The Ngee Ann Kongsi

United Overseas Bank

Champions ($3M & above)

AMTD Foundation

Citi Singapore

Dato Sri Prof. Dr. (H.C) Tahir, 
MBA and Jonathan Tahir

Ho Bee Investment Ltd

Johnson & Johnson Foundation

Keppel Corporation Ltd

Kuok Khoon Ean

Lien Foundation

Lim Hoon Foundation Limited

Mapletree Investments Pte Ltd

Maritime & Port Authority of 
Singapore

Mochtar Riady

Mr & Mrs Wong Kwok Leong

Prima Limited

Quantedge Foundation

Singapore Totalisator Board

Temasek Foundation Limited

V3 Group (Singapore) Pte. Ltd.

Vingroup Joint Stock Company

Yong Shook Lin Trust

Leaders ($1M & above)

Anil Thadani

APL Co. Pte Ltd

ARA Asset Management 
Limited

Ascendas Funds Management 
(S) Ltd

AXA Research Fund

Bangkok Bank Public Company 
Limited (Singapore Branch)

BNP Paribas

CFAM Pte. Ltd.

Christina Law & Chan Siu Man

DBS Bank Ltd

Dr Della Suantio Lee and D S 
Lee Foundation

Emirates National Oil 
Company LLC (ENOC)

Family of Keng Soon Group

Far East Organization

Fullerton Financial Holdings 
(International) Pte Ltd

Goh Foundation

Grandchildren of the late Mr 
Kwek Hong Png

Hiew Yoon Khong and Lee Su 
Chin

HSBC

Jeff Tung & Benjamin Twoon

Jones Day Foundation

Karim Family Foundation

Kewalram Chanrai Group

Kuok (Singapore) Limited

Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho 
Temple

Laurence Moh

Lee Kwai Fong and Raymond 
Goh

Lim Siah Mong

LVMH

Octava Foundation

Peter Tan, PTO

Realstar Premier Group

Richard L. Lee

SAS

Sing Lun Group

Singapore Academy of Law

Singapore Chinese Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation

Standard Chartered Bank

Sum Yee Loong

Tan Sri Dato Chua Ma Yu

Tanoto Foundation

The Association of Banks in 
Singapore

The Estate of Diana Koh Ming 
Ying

The late Mrs Ho Lienfung

The late Yong Pung How
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The Shaw Foundation Pte

Timothy Chia Chee Ming

Tommie Goh

UOB Kay Hian

Victor and William Fung 
Foundation

Worldwide Hotels-Choo Chong 
Ngen

Partners ($500k & above)

Allen & Gledhill LLP

Aloysius & Kalice Lee

Amrish Bahadur

Ayala International Holdings 
Limited, Ayala Group of 
Companies

Buddhist Compassion 
Relief Tzu Chi Foundation 
(Singapore)

Capital International

Char Yong (Dabu) Foundation 
Limited

City Developments Limited

Credit Suisse

David Kho

Deloitte & Touche LLP

Dentons Rodyk & Davidson 
LLP

Devika and Sanjiv Misra

DFS Venture Singapore Pte Ltd

Doris and Mick Aw

Dou Yee Enterprises 
(Singapore) Pte Ltd

Dr Ting Choon Meng

Fullerton Fund Management

Genting Singapore PLC

GIC Private Limited

Goldman Sachs

Haryanto Adikoesoemo

J. Van Herk

K H Tan

Koch Refining International 
Pte Ltd

Linklaters

Lotus Life Foundation Limited

Madam Chua Leng Han

Marina & David Su

MasterCard

Mike Muller

MobileOne Ltd

Ng Kai Wa

Oversea-Chinese Banking 
Corporation Limited

Pang Kim Hin

Paul & Esther Loo

Prudential Assurance 
Company Singapore

PSA International Pte Ltd

RSTN Consulting

Schroders Singapore

Shaila and Rajan Jain

Shell International Eastern 
Trading Company

Singapore International 
Chamber of Commerce

Stephen Riady Foundation

Sumitomo Mitsui Banking 
Corporation

Swiss Singapore Overseas 
Enterprises Pte Ltd

TAK Products & Services Pte Ltd

The Hokkien Foundation

The Ian Ferguson Foundation

The Silent Foundation Ltd

Tolaram

UBS Group AG

Villa Foundation

Vitol Asia Pte Ltd

Yangzheng Foundation

Zhang Tianyi

Benefactors ($250k & above)

ABN Amro Bank N.V.

ABWIN Pte Ltd

ACI

ADM Asia-Pacific Trading Pte Ltd

Alvin Poh

Andy Chua & Family

BB Energy

Concordia Agritrading Pte Ltd

CVC Asia Pacific (Singapore) 
Pte Ltd

David Poon

DHL Express (S) Pte Ltd

Dr Wee Hong Neo

Dr. Doreen Tan Nee Moi

DSM Singapore

Ecogreen Oleochemicals 
(Singapore) Pte Ltd

Ernst & Young Solutions LLP

Eurokars Group

Excelpoint Technology Ltd

Glencore

Glorious Melodies Consultancy

Han Jong Kwang

Herbert Smith Freehills LLP

Highline Pte. Ltd.

Holcim Trading PTE Ltd

Institute of Singapore 
Chartered Accountants (ISCA)

InterChem Pte Ltd

Isetan Foundation

Jardine Cycle & Carriage 
Limited

Jay Ng

Jennifer Chia

Kenny Mah (BSc(Econs), 2007) 
& Valerie Loh (BAcc, 2007)

Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung (KAS)

Kwek Leng Keow

Lew Foundation

Lianfeng International Pte. Ltd.

Lim Ting Ting

Luxasia Pte Ltd

Malayan Banking Berhad, 
Singapore Branch

Marc Heng & Helen Chu

MERCU Learning Point Pte Ltd

Mercuria Energy Trading Pte Ltd

Microsoft Operations Pte Ltd

Mitka Corby

Mr and Mrs Robert Kheng

Mr and Mrs Steven Widjaja

Mrs Cecilia Wee Chong Jin and 
family

Olam International Limited

Patrick Loh

PayPal Pte Ltd

Permira Advisers LLP

PetroChina International 
(Singapore) Pte. Ltd.

Petron Singapore Trading Pte 
Ltd

Phillips 66 International 
Trading Pte. Ltd.

Pontiac Land Group

Public Utilities Board

Rabobank Singapore Branch

Raffles Quay Asset 
Management

Rajah & Tann LLP

RHT Rajan Menon Foundation

Sebrina Holdings

SHOPLINE

Singapore Leong Khay Huay 
Kuan

Sino Suisse Capital Pte. Ltd.

SK Energy International Pte. Ltd.

Soka Gakkai Singapore

Southern Capital

Stemcor (S.E.A) Pte Ltd

Steve Tay Soo Hoe

SUTL Corporation

Tan Chay Bing Education Fund

Tan Chin Tuan Foundation

The Enneagram Academy

The Estate of Madam Irene 
Tan Liang Kheng

The families of Lewis Koh 
(BBM, 2009), Celine Koh (BSc 
(SocSc), 2010) and Steven Tan 
(BBM, 2008)

The Food Bank Singapore

The GZ Charitable Trust

The late Chua Ek Kay

Toh Kian Chui Foundation

TotalEnergies Trading Asia 
Pte Ltd

TPG Capital (S) Pte Ltd

Trafigura Group

Withers KhattarWong

Woh Hup (Private) Limited

WOMAR Logistics Pte Ltd

Wong Peng Kuan

WongPartnership

YCH Group Pte Ltd
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